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the north of the corridor on the road to Vienna is the town of Mohacs
(Mohatch); where the whole of the Hungarian aristocracy '(including
King Louis) died in a fierce battle against the Turks in 1526. Once
more Christians and Moslems met here in battle in 1687, but this time
the Turks were sent reeling to the south, and never again menaced the
Hungarian plains. In conclusion it must be remembered that the
"Alpides" have yet to be passed (by armies moving north from the
Hungarian plain) before the northern plains of Europe can be reached.
Vienna holds this northern gate, whether the traveller goes west to
Munich or north to Silesia. Hence neither the Morava-Vardar Corridor,
nor the one now to be considered (the Peartree Pass) traverses the
whole of the mountain barrier.

At the head of the Adriatic Sea is the port of Trieste, and behind
this well-known city is one of the few gaps in the barrier (Fig. 81). It
seems to be due to the Dinarides sinking nearly to sea level hereabouts,
and passing to the west as relatively low ridges bounding the north of
the Lombard plain. The Alpides on the whole curve to the north-east
on this side of the Hungarian plain, and join the Carpathian arcs at
Vienna (see Fig. 79). At any rate here is our third gateway; and it
links the Adriatic directly with the Danube basin by way of Laibach.
The origin of the term "Peartree" is unknown to me; but the undulat-
ing limestone hills and dales between Laibach and Trieste, with
numerous forests and queer circular depressions (dolines) afford a
more attractive landscape than the bare mountains to the south, or the
jagged but better clothed Julian Alps to the north.3 In this corridor
is Zirknitz which receives the greatest rainfall of any place on the
continent (Fig. 5). The divide on this pass is about 2,900 feet; so
that it is much higher than the Skoplie divide. On the other hand it
is far lower than the Brenner Pass (4,470 feet), which is the main
pass of the Alps proper.

As I have written elsewhere, "down the Peartree Pass poured
the barbarians, eager to ravage the rich lands of Italy. It was used by
the Cimbri in the centuries before Christ. Theodosius of the Eastern
Empire advanced to attack Rome by this route at the close of the
fourth century AD. The Visigoths, the Huns, and the Ostrogoths all
used it; and in 600 it saw the Avars and later the Magyars. Indeed the

3For a description of my survey see the article "Cultural Geography of Yugo-Slavia"
(Canadian Geographical Journal, Jan., 1940).